CERLEBRATR CCC
ANNIVERSARY AT
S ¥ILILIFE REFUGHE
\ U. 8. Blolesical Survey
Congratulates Boys
on "Good Job."

C0C voys, developing the Cape Romain Migmtory Bird Refuge in Charlesten
County, South Carelina, are making an invaluadle contridution te the national
wildlife restoration program, says Dr. Ira N, Oabrielson, Chief of the U, 8, Blo-
lozical Survey., His congratulations to the camp nersonnel csme on the fifth anri-
versary of the CCC,

The Cape Romain camp is joining others throughout the nation this week
(Mareh 31 %o April 5) in celebrating the anniversary and invites the public to
visit the camp during an "open house" celebrafion on (insert date) to see the
progress being made at this South Carolina wildlife refuge. Hers the CCC beys.
under the direction of the Biological Survey, are working t0 improve the sanctu-
ary as they are in 31 other camps on refuges over the United States. They are
making the refuges easier o administer and more attemetive to wi 414ife,

*CCC boys," says Dr. Oubrielson, “are familiar figures in memy localities.
The public, by Yscoming acquainted with them and their work, can see the dene-
ficial effect eamp training has in preparing them for good citisenship, It alee
learng of their wvaluable contribution to the wildlife program."

Cwpe Romain Refuge, extending fer more than 20 miles along the coast of
South Carclina, 1ies a short ways northeast of Charkeston. It is an area of
salt marsh, wud flats and low asarshy scrub studded islands separated by winding
creeks mnd tide channels. Here the CCC hoys have been improving ones of the

finest natural waterfowl aress on the Atlantic OJoast,
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Work at Caps Romain b‘mlq 26, 1936 with help obtained from a Forest
Service Camp. On October 1k, 1937, 2 OCC camp was estadlished on historic Bull's
Island, once fahabited by pirates. The CCC bBoys have made surveys, censtructed
necsasary refuge duildings, duilt seven miles of truck trall and marked doundaries
of the refuge,

A dar on Pullls Island excludes salt tides from the basin formed by a
eresk, It adds spproximately one thousand agres to the eight hundred already in
fresh water pond and marsh which is so necessary to cartain types of wildlife,

Boay channsls have been Adredged by OCC labor, bBulkheads dbuilt and a
water-control structure erected. Twelve acres of undesirable growth, mostly
cattalls, that choked ponds, have been eradicated,

Many species of waterfowl came to the Ospe Romain Refuge yearly. The
great blne harons, brown pelicans, Amsrican sgrets, snowy herons, oyster catchers,
laughing and ring bill gull as well ar the royal term are found on the sancimary.
It is a winter haven for ducks and a permanent home for wild turicey, 4eer and
otter,

Loggorhend or giant sea turtles lay thelr eges in the warm sands on the
ocesn side ef Raccoon Key and Oape Island at the northeast end of the refuge.

As many as $O0 turtle nests have been counted in one year, In consequence of sush
an abundsnce of wildlife, Cape Romamim is one of the most important sanctuaries om
the Atlantic coast. COC {mprovements are incressing its value.

"The accomplishments of ths gmmp at Oape FRomain," says Dr. Gabrielson,
"amake it additidnally attractive to waterfowl and other wildlife. The work will
serve as A lasting monument to the CCC. Tive years ago when ocur wildlife resources,
especially waterfowl, wers in serious danger, the Biolegical Surveyr had a resteration
program., It lacked the man powsr to carry it out, Then emergency funds for buying
refuges bacame »vailablej CCC help Aecveleped the refuges. This was indeed s happy
coincidence as the sccomplishments on record today were only dresmed of five years

ago.”



